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Abstract:

We proposition that South African migrants from rural to urban areas would experience lower participation rates in the formal labour markets compared to urban residents, and that migrants would be over-represented in informal and unemployment sectors. Using Development Economics frameworks we explore the National Income Dynamics Study panel data and find that while there are indicative trends that migrants do not find employment in formal sectors, perform better in informal sectors, and there are no differences in unemployment rates, the trends are not reliable when explored through likelihood models. Possessing a Matric and being older are better indicators of whether one would be formally employed than migration. We conclude that the trends, although still unstable, should be noted in formulating new policy strategies for creating employment for migrants and the youth in all areas.     
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